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South Lincolnshire Reservoir Phase One Consultation 

Proposal: South Lincolnshire Reservoir Phase One Consultation 

Location: North Kesteven District 

Applicant: Anglian Water 

Reason for Referral to 
Committee: 

Consultation on a proposed reservoir bordering South Kesteven 
District 

Key Issues: Consultation deadline: 24th December 2022 
Key issues include: 
 

• Loss of Land and Buildings 

• Multifunctionality 

• Highways 

• Active Travel 

• Environment & Heritage 
 

Appendices Appendix 1: South Kesteven Local Plan Response to the Phase One 
Consultation 
Appendix 2: Proposed Site Plan 
Appendix 3: Consultation Brochure 
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Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s) 

That the committee endorse the draft consultation response to Anglian Water and 
delegate authority to the Assistant Director of Planning, in consultation with the Portfolio 
Holder to issue the final response. 



 

 
 

 

Executive Summary 
 

1 Description of site 
 

1.1 Anglian Water is proposing a new reservoir within the district of North Kesteven (site plan 

at appendix 2 and consultation brochure at appendix 3).  The proposed site is south-east 

of Sleaford, about halfway between Grantham and Boston.  Whilst the site is wholly within 

North Kesteven District, the reservoir will border South Kesteven District, just north of the 

A52; and north of the villages of Threekingham and Horbling. 

 

2 Description of the proposal 
 

2.1 The proposed reservoir will have a water surface area of 5km2 (a little smaller than 

Grafham Water); and the water will drain from the river Trent and river Witham. The 

reservoir could supply up to 166 million litres of water per day to 500,000 homes 

throughout the year.  The reservoir forms part of the requirements to address drought 

conditions in the East of England. 

 

2.2 The site plan at appendix 2 shows the reservoir and its embankments (shaded pink) and 

an indicative wider area of land for supporting infrastructure and during construction 

(shaded grey).  The wider area could include wildlife and environmental areas, spaces for 

leisure and recreation, education facilities and others. These features seek to ensure that 

the reservoir brings social and environmental benefits, alongside water supply. 

 

2.3 The consultation report prepared by Anglian Water states that the design will evolve as the 

project is refined and feedback received.  The principals guiding development are: 

 

Climate: 

• Managing water sustainably in a changing climate 

• Minimising carbon emissions and waste 

• Designing the project so that it is resilient to the effects of a changing climate 

             People 

• Making sure the project responds to local communities’ needs 

• Engaging meaningfully with people as the project is developed 

• Delivering a project that’s inclusive and improves wellbeing, with improved access 

to outdoor space. 

              Place 

• Developing the reservoir responsibly, in a way that’s sensitive to its place and 

context 

• Ensuring a nature led approach that looks to enhance the surrounding 

environment 

• Creating a project that’s been thoughtfully designed to be attractive 

Value 

• Ensuring the reservoir is delivered in a way that maximises benefits for the area 



 

 
 

• Exploring further possible benefits and looking at ways these could be supported 

or enabled 

• Making sure the project has a lasting and positive contribution to society. 

 

3 Project Timescales 
 

3.1 The consultation report includes an indicative timeline showing that this is the first stage of 

public consultation, with a second and third rounds of consultation expected in 2024 and 

2025 respectively.  Comments from this consultation will be used to refine the project 

proposals. 

 

3.2 The reservoir is recognised as a strategic regional asset and qualifies as a National 

Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP).  In accordance with the Planning Act 2008, a 

Development Consent Order will be submitted in 2025 with the expectation that 

construction of the reservoir would commence between 2029-31; and the reservoir would 

open between 2039-2041. 

  

4 SKDC response to consultation 
 

4.1 Anglian Water is seeking feedback to help develop the project design and understand 

what people would like to see as part of the project. This Phase One Consultation is the 

first formal consultation and as such the proposals are only indicative with limited detail. 

 

4.2 South Kesteven District Council is responding to the consultation as a neighbouring 

authority and a member of the South Lincolnshire Reservoir Partnership which includes 

other local authorities and stakeholders such as the Environment Agency and The Wildlife 

Trust. The Council’s draft consultation response can be found at Appendix 1. It is 

understood that stakeholders including Lincolnshire County Council, the Greater 

Lincolnshire Nature Partnership and the Wildlife Trust are responding separately. 

 

4.3 The Council notes that the reservoir will form part of the requirements to address drought 

conditions in the East of England rather than being needed to address any water security 

issues within the local area.  The Council therefore considers that creating a 

multifunctional reservoir which also benefits the surrounding area should be a key priority.   
 

4.4 The main issues identified by SKDC are as follows: 

• Loss of Land and Buildings 

• Multifunctionality 

• Highways 

• Active Travel 

• Environment & Heritage 

 

4.5 The Council understands that stakeholders such as Lincolnshire County Council and The 

Wildlife Trust are also preparing formal responses to the consultation. As such, SKDC has 

not sought comment from these organisations but would expect Anglian Water to take the 

comments into account. 

 



 

 
 

5 Next Steps 
 

South Kesteven District Council has signed up to the South Lincolnshire Reservoir 

Partnership Reservoir Memorandum of Understanding and will continue involvement as 

the project evolves.  Updates will be provided to the portfolio holder.  The next formal 

consultation stage is scheduled for 2024 and the Council will prepare a response which 

will be brought before Planning Committee again for endorsement. 

Financial Implications reviewed by: Not applicable 

 

Legal Implications reviewed by: Not applicable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


